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 DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΗ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ 
ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ [ŜƴǘΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ [ŜƴǘŜƴ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ Iƻƭȅ 

²ŜŜƪ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ  ƎƻǎǇŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǝƻƴΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƎƛƊ ƻŦ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƴƴŜŘΣ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ 

ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ς ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘΦ  

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΦ Lƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴǎ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƛƴ ƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ tŀƛƴŦǳƭ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ǿƻǊƭŘƭȅ ƛƴƅǳŜƴŎŜǎΣ ǎŜƴǎƛǝǾŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭΣ 

ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǿŀƎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴΣ ǎŜƭŬǎƘƴŜǎǎΣ 

ǇǊƛŘŜΣ ƛǊǊŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǳƴƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƻ Iƻƭȅ ²ŜŜƪ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ 

ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŜǇ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƻǿπ

ŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀŦƻǊŜƳŜƴπ

ǝƻƴŜŘ ƴŜƎŀǝǾŜ ƛƴƅǳŜƴŎŜǎΦ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ǳǎΥ άƛŦ ǿŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎΣ 

ƘŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀƴǎŜ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǳƴπ

ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎέ όм WƻƘƴ мΥфύΦ CŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǎŜƭŦ-

ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƎǳƛƭǘΣ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƭƛōŜǊŀǝƻƴ ōȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ άōŀƎƎŀƎŜέ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ 

ƻǳǊ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻƪŜƴƴŜǎǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǝƳŀǘŜ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŀƎŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ƎǊƻǿǎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƅƻƻŘǎ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜŜǇƭȅΦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƛŘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ Lǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎΣ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊ ǳǎΣ 

ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ Lǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ 

ŬƴŘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ aŀȅ Iƻƭȅ ²ŜŜƪ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǝƳŀŎȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƭŀπ

ǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ tŀǎπ

ŎƘŀƭ aȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘŜǊΦ 

.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎΣ 
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Charlie Bamford / Andrea Montovani ( Friend) ˓ Zeb Beasley / Cherry Beasley (Mother)  

Scott Cherichella / Carol McDonald ( Friend)  Terri Biggerstaff / Chris Biggerstaff (Wife)  

Christian Cummings / Stan Knick (Friend)  

Kevin Dyda/ Stan Knick (Friend) ˓ Antwone Gainey/ Shane Donovan (Friend)  

Brian Gibson / Cherry Beasley (Son-in-law) ˓ John Gibson /Rosemary Gibson (Grandmother)  

Dakota Maynor / Shane Donovan (Friend) 

   Antonio Massol/ Nikki Hansen (Friend) ˓ Helena Massol / Nikki Hansen (Friend)  

Kelvin Oxendine / Stan Knick (Friend) ˓ Chris Simmons / Shane Donovan (Friend) 

                             aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 

         н                                                                                   

Secretary News! 
 

I will be out of town March 5-9th. Please contact me 

via email if needed. Our service on Sunday March 

11th will be completed and printed by Friday, March 

2nd so if you have anyone that needs to be added to 

the prayer list please do so before then.  

 

Office hours until the second week of May are Mon-

day, Wednesday, and Friday from 8:00am-4:00pm. 

 

Thanks, 

Nikki Hansen  



о        о 

March Birthdays 

лм [ƛǎŀ .ŜŘŜƭƭ 

лп aƛƭƭȅ {ǿŀȅƴŜ  

лс 5ǿƛƎƘǘ DŀƴŜ  

лт {ŀǊŀƘ aƻƴǘŀǾŀƴƛ 

мр IŀƴƴŀƘ hȄŜƴŘƛƴŜ 

нл /ƘŜƭǎƛ ²ŀǊŘ  

но Yƛǧȅ /ǊǳƛǎŜ  

нт YŀǘƘȅ IŀƴǎŜƴ 

ну !ŘŀƳ .ƛƎƎŜǊǎǘŀũ 
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Rise Against Hunger (formerly Stop Hunger Now) 

will take place on Saturday, March 17th at 10:00am 

(setup at 9:00 am) in the Parish Hall. Donations can be 

made online at http://events.stophungernow.org/

TrinityLumberton to fund our goal of preparing 

15,000 meals. Checks are also being accepted in the 

office, made to Trinity Church and earmarked for Rise 

Again Hunger.  We are $1,250 away from our goal of 

$4,380.  Sign up as a volunteer on line or in the Parish 

Hall. 
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Lent 2018 Services 
    $ÁÔÅ                                              ,ÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ                                        4ÉÍÅ 

-ÁÒÃÈ χ                                  &ÉÒÓÔ "ÁÐÔÉÓÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈ                         ρςÐÍ  

-ÁÒÃÈ ρτ           #ÈÅÓÔÎÕÔ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈ     ρς ÐÍ   

-ÁÒÃÈ ςρ                           &ÉÒÓÔ 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÉÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ                   ρς ÐÍ 

-ÁÒÃÈ ςω                        4ÒÉÎÉÔÙ %ÐÉÓÃÏÐÁÌ #ÈÕÒÃÈ                         φ ÐÍ 

-ÁÒÃÈ σπ 'ÏÏÄ &ÒÉÄÁÙ  4ÒÉÎÉÔÙ %ÐÉÓÃÏÐÁÌ #ÈÕÒÃÈ                  ρς ÐÍ   
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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

INVITES YOU TO 

The Annual Visit of The Right Reverend 
Robert Stuart Skirving , Bishop 

SUNDAY, MARCH 11TH  

10:30 AM 

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

1202 N. CHESTNUT STREET 

LUMBERTON, NORTH CAROLINA  
 

A POTLUCK WILL BE HELD IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE SERVICE. EVE-

RYONE IS ENCOURAGED TO BRING A PREPARED DISH. TEAM 3 WILL HOST.  

THE OFFERING WILL GO TO THE BISHOPõS DISCRETIONARY FUND TO BE 

USED FOR THE NEEDS OF THE CHURCH NOT COVERED BY DIOCESAN 



т 
       т 

Campus Ministry 
Campus ministry meetings have been 

moved to Tuesday evenings at 6:30 pm. 

Please see the office door for available 

dates to feed the group. Thanks!  

Wine and Cheese  

Wine and cheese is this month is TBA. Please 

check your emails for any updates.  



у 
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Lunch Bunch 
 

[ǳƴŎƘ .ǳƴŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ aŀǊŎƘ нр ŀǘ мн ƴƻƻƴΦ  aŜŀƭ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ 5ŜƴƛǎŜΩǎ /ǳƭƛƴŀǊȅ 
/ǊŜŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ tŀǊƛǎƘ Iŀƭƭ 
 
/ƻǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ϸмр ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ tŀȅƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ŎŀǎƘκŎƘŜŎƪ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ϧ5ŜƴƛǎŜ tǊǳǘȊƳŀƴϦ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǇŀƛŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴΦ wŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƴƻ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 
aŀǊŎƘ нмΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ Iŀƭƭ ƻǊ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ [ǳƴŎƘ .ǳƴŎƘ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ tŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƭǳƴŎƘ ōǳƴŎƘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ aŀǊŎƘΗ 

 
a9b¦ 

 
{ŀƭŀŘΥ  DŀǊŘŜƴ {ŀƭŀŘ ǿκaƛȄŜŘ DǊŜŜƴǎΣ ¢ƻƳŀǘƻΣ /ǳŎǳƳōŜǊΣ /ŀǊǊƻǘǎ ϧ wŀƴŎƘ 5ǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ 

 
9ƴǘǊŞŜΥ  /ƘƛŎƪŜƴ /ǳǘƭŜǘǎ ǿκ/ǊŜŀƳȅ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ DǊŀǾȅ 

  

{ƛŘŜ 5ƛǎƘΥ ¢ǿƛŎŜ .ŀƪŜŘ tƻǘŀǘƻŜǎ 

 
±ŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜΥ /ƘŜŜǎȅ /ƻǊƴ {ƻǳƉŜ 

 
5ŜǎǎŜǊǘΥ  LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ .ƭǳŜōŜǊǊȅ ¢ŀǊǘǎ ǿκ{ǘǊŜǳǎŜƭ ¢ƻǇǇƛƴƎ 

 
.ŜǾŜǊŀƎŜΥ {ǿŜŜǘ ¢Ŝŀ 

 
  wƻƭƭǎ 

x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://2


ф 
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REPEAT PERFORMANCE 

THRIFT SHOP  
 

{ǇǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇΦ  

{ǇǊƛƴƎ /ƻƴǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ǝƳŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ тΣ нлмуΣ ǎƻ ōŜ 

ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǘŜƳǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ [ȅƴƴ ŀƴŘ WƛƳΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ 

ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇ ŀǘ тоф-рснс ŦƻǊ ƛƴπ

ŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ŘǊƻǇ ōȅ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ŎƻƴǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ 

ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ wŜǇŜŀǘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ¢ƘǊƛƊ {ƘƻǇ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜǎ 

ƘŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎκŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ  

 

aŀǊŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ŀ ŬǾŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ нлΣ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊ Ǿƻƭπ

ǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǎƭƻǘǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇ ƻǇŜƴ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅǎΣ ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ Ǿƻƭǳƴπ

ǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΦ   LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊ ǎƭƻǘΣ 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎ ŀǘ тоф-рппсΦ  {ƘŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ 

ǿƘƻ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǊŜ 5ŜƴŎƛŜ [ŀƳōŘƛƴΣ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ 

hŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ /ƭȅŘŜ aŎYŜŜΦ  ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ 

ƴŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΗ   .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳ  
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Iôm so very pleased with the musical growth in our church in even such a short time. I wanted to let 

everyone know that we still have needs in both our sanctuary choir and also in our newly formed 

community handbell ensemble. If you have interest in being a part of either (or both) group, please let 

me know and I will be happy to talk with you about these opportunities. The sanctuary choir is open 

to all even if you canôt make an ñevery Sundayò commitment. Weôd still love to have you singing with 

us.  The handbell ensemble is a little different and you do have to make a commitment to be present 

at all rehearsals and performances due to the fact that each person is dedicated to ring two bells and 

if you arenôt there, your notes donôt get played. It would be like trying to play a piano that was missing 

two keys. We will be doing some really fun things in the handbell ensemble over the years and I know 

that being a part of it will be a rewarding and enjoyable experience. 

 

Each month Iôd like to share with you a little background on our music in the Episcopal Church. This 

month during Lent Iôd like you to know the story of one of our most beloved hymns. 

 

GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE 

One of our most powerful Lenten hymns was written by James Montgomery (1771-1854), who was 

born in Scotland of Irish parents.  His father, John Montgomery, was a Moravian pastorðapparently 

the only Moravian pastor serving in Scotland at the time. 

 

Montgomeryôs parents felt a call to serve as missionaries on the island of Barbados, West Indies, in 

the Caribbean.  When James was only five years old, his parents departed for the West Indies, leav-

ing James with a Moravian group in County Antrim, Ireland.  His parents died in the West Indies a few 

years later, so James never saw them again.  One wonders how well he remembered his parentsð

and whether he resented them for abandoning him at such an early age. 

 

The Moravians made it possible for James to enter Fulneck Seminary in Yorkshire, but that turned out 

to be a bad fit.  James had the soul of a poet, and poetry was banned at Fulneck.  In 1787, he ap-

prenticed himself to a baker, which also proved unsuitable.  He bounced from pillar to post during his 

late teens. 

 

But in 1792 he began working for Joseph Gales, who published the Sheffield Register, a local news-

paper.  Gales supported a number of radical causes, and in 1794 was forced to flee to Germany to 

avoid prosecution.  Montgomery, although still in his early 20s, was able to gain control of the news-

paper, and changed its name to Sheffield Iris.  Under his leadership, the paper continued its radical 

        мл 



мм        мм 

bent for more than three decadesðadvocating such seditious causes as abolition.  Montgomery 

was twice imprisoned for his editorials, but his imprisonments only added to his popularity. 

As a young man, Montgomery drifted from the faith, but as he matured he returned to the Moravian 

church and became an advocate for Christian missions. 

 

In the hymn, ñGo to Dark Gethsemane,ò Montgomery recounts Jesusô Gethsemane experience, as 

told in Matthew 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-51; Luke 22:39-53; John 18:1-11.  The place is called Geth-

semane in the Matthew and Mark accounts and Mount of Olives in the Luke account.  In Johnôs ac-

count, it is simply called a garden.  The Mount of Olives was a series of three peaks just east of Je-

rusalem.  Gethsemane (meaning ñoil pressò) was probably located on one of those peaks. 

 

The story is familiar. Anticipating his arrest and crucifixion, Jesus went to Gethsemane to pray.  He 

asked his disciples to ñwatch with meò (Matthew 26:36), but they fell asleep as Jesus prayedðnot 

once, but twice. 

 

Then Judas arrived with the chief priest, the elders of the people, and an armed crowd.  Peter struck 

the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear, but Jesus repaired the damage and rebuked Pe-

ter.  The authorities arrested Jesus and took him to the council (the ruling authority for the Jews) to 

be tried.  The disciples, seeing Jesus arrested, fled for their lives. 

 

In this hymn, the first verse invites us to go to Gethsemane to experience ñthe tempterôs poweròð

and to watch with Christ in his agonyðand to ñlearn of Jesus Christ to pray.ò 

 

The second verse invites us to see Jesus ñin the judgment hallòðwhere he was ñbeaten, bound, re-

vised, arraigned.ò  It further invites us to ñlearn of Christ to bear the cross.ò 

 

The third verse invites us to climb the mount of Calvaryðand to hear him say, ñIt is finishedò (John 

19:30).  It further invites us to ñlearn of Jesus Christ to die.ò 

 

The fourth verse happily sings, ñChrist is risen!òðand invites us to pray, ñSavior, teach us so to rise.ò 

 

The point of this hymn is that we can learn much from Jesus as we see him experiencing his death 

and resurrection.  Hopefully, we will hear of Jesusô death and resurrection often in sermons and 

song.  The Lordôs Supper is especially powerful in helping us to remember those events. 

 

Musical Blessings, 

Mark 
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